ASHINGTON &=
E-BIKE LAWS 2026:
RCW 46.04.169

THREE CLASS SYSTEM:

» Class 1: an electric-assisted bicycle "in which the motor provides assistance only when the rider is
pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour."

» Class 2: an electric-assisted bicycle "in which the motor may be used exclusively to propel the bicycle
and is not capable of providing assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 20 miles per hour.”

» Class 3: an electric-assisted bicycle "in which the motor provides assistance only when the rider is
pedaling and ceases to provide assistance when the bicycle reaches the speed of 28 miles per hour.
This class must be equipped with a speedometer.”

At-a-glance: Washington e-bike rules

Sourced from the Washington statute and verified against the PeopleForBikes State Law Tracker.

Three-class system & Yes Class 3 street-legal ) Yes
Class 3 on bike paths (& Banned by default Class 3 minimum age 16+ years
Class 3 helmet Mo statewide rule Driver license required Mot required

Registration required (& Not required Power cap (federal) 750 W rated

WASHINGTON - INCOME-TIERED E-BIKE REBATE:

THE WSDOT WE-BIKE PROGRAM FUNDED BY CLIMATE COMMITMENT
ACT REVENUE ($7M FOR THE 2025-27 BIENNIUM) OFFERS $300 OR
$1,200 INSTANT REBATES DEPENDING ON INCOME, WITH ROUND 2
APPLICATIONS OPEN 30 MARCH 2026 THROUGH 29 MARCH 2027
FOR RESIDENTS AGE 16+, ELIGIBLE FOR ALL THREE CLASSES.

No statewide helmet law for any class or age.

https://ebikeoracle.com/laws/washington



https://wsdot.wa.gov/travel/bicycling-walking/bicycling-washington/e-bike-rebate-program
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